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Bartlett Scientists Focus on Helping Our 
Beloved Horse Chestnut Trees
At present there are conflicting views as to the long-term 
impact recurring horse chestnut leaf miner infestations 
(HCLM) have on horse chestnut trees. As infested trees 
re-leaf annually, some researchers consider HCLM to 
be a cosmetic pest. They feel that insecticide control 
measures are not required.

However, Bartlett scientists assert that due to the 
negative aesthetics of de-foliated trees and the current 
lack of other viable control methods, using insecticide 
is indeed warranted. 

We do understand the general reluctance in the UK to use 
any form of insecticide control technology. However, our opinion is 
that the aesthetic loss of one of the UK’s major indigenous tree species added 
to the emergence of other insect threats (like oak processionary moth) means that treatment 
options have to increase.  Plant protection products such as insecticides should now be strongly 
considered when devising insect management strategies for amenity trees. 

                                                                                 As other treatment solutions become available, we will 
incorporate those as well, and inform our clients about 

treatment options.

            Adapted from a research article by  
Dr Glynn Percival, Mr Jonathon Banks and 
Mr Adam Clarke of the Bartlett Tree Research 
and Diagnostic Laboratory

Inset photos courtesy of Haruta 
Ovidiu, University of Oradea, and
Gyorgy Csoka, Hungary Forest 
Research Institute, Bugwood.org

Horse chestnut leaves damaged by  
leaf miners and a close up of a horse 
chestnut leaf miner moth

BOOST Organic UK 
Fertiliser is Now  
Available
For several years now we’ve heard from 
our clients that they would like more 
organic options for landscape care.  
Our commitment to environmental 
sustainability at Bartlett coincides with 
finding methods of tree care treatment 
that are less invasive and work in 
harmony with nature. Moving forward, 
BOOST Organic will be the only fertiliser 
used locally to improve plant appearance 
and increase root growth.

With certification from the Soil 
Association, BOOST Organic:

n   Is tested for ensured efficacy

n  Proven effective in supplying the 
nutrients that woody plants need for 
growth

n  Is solely available and applied by 
Bartlett Tree Experts skilled operatives

Let us work with you to do what’s best 
for your property, trees and environment.  
Ring us or contact us online for a soil 
needs sample and consultation.

Come Visit Us at the 
Following Events

LAB NOTES

Harrogate Spring Flower Show 
Thurs 26 – Sun 29 April

Spring Garden and Leisure Show  
Sun 6 – Mon 7 May

RHS Chelsea Flower Show  
Tues 22 – Sat 26 May, stand no PW14

Royal Bath & West Show  
Weds 30 –2 Sat June

Healthy horse 
chestnut leaves



The venerable Oak is host to beneficial and 
not so beneficial insects. At the last count 250 
insects could be found on an average oak tree. 
Recently the wrong type of insect has been 
arriving at this old and benevolent tree hotel. 

The Oak Processionary Moth is a notorious 
pest that defoliates oak, evergreen oak and 
sweet chestnut trees. The caterpillars present 
a human health problem due to irritating hairs 
which contain a poisonous setae. This poison 
can cause skin irritations and exacerbate 
breathing problems. 

The moth (Thaumetopoea Processionea) is 
widely distributed in many parts of Northern 
and Southern Europe. In the summer of 2006 
the moth arrived in areas of West London, and 
is believed to have travelled here on young oak 
saplings from the Netherlands. 

These moths pose an increasing threat to 
humans as their range is being extended by 
the warming European climate. The backs of 
older caterpillars are covered with as many as 
63,000 pointed defensive bristles containing 
an urticating toxin known as thaumetopoein  
or closely related compounds. Infestations 
have since spread to Surrey, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 

London Borough tree offices, the Mayor’s office 
and the Forestry Commission have set up a task 
force to advice on any outbreaks. An emergency 
amendment that came into force on the 31st 
March 2008 added the Oak Processionary 
Moth to the list of pests in the The Plant Health 
(Forestry) Order 2005, thus requiring all oak 
trees coming into the UK from the rest of 
Europe, to have Plant Passports. 

Control of the problem is best achieved at 
the early larval stage by applying a contact 
insecticide treatment. Alternatively, application 
of a larval killing fungus will achieve control. 

The general public have  
been asked to look out for these 
caterpillars and to report them, 

rather than deal with them  
themselves.

The Hungry Caterpillar 
Prefers Oak! 

However, several treatments may have to 
be applied to achieve complete control. In 
advanced stages of mass nesting, physical 
removal and incineration of the nests may 
be required to suppress the pest. At no point 
should the caterpillars be handled!

For more information, contact Bartlett Tree 
Experts on 0845 600 9000 or visit 
www.bartlett.com.

Spring Repair for 
Winter Injuries

 Heavy  rains, strong winds and extreme frosts 
can cause unsafe tree conditions; broken limbs, 
structural weakness and root disease are just 
a few of the issues that may be hiding in your 
treetops. Check your woody plants for damaged or 

diseased stem damage in the spring.

Tree and shrubs with poor structure and heavy/
long limbs are prone to breakage due to the added 

weight of ice and snow. Wood decay can also pre-dispose 
branches and lead to failure from ice/snow loads and strong 

winds. Evergreens are especially prone to breakage.

Sudden drops in temperature in winter, from a sunny day to a very low night time temperature 
can cause stem tissue to freeze plant cells, as a result frost cracks can appear. These frost cracks 
can actually start from a wound inflicted earlier in the tree’s development. Sometimes the crack 
may remain in the internal wood, but frost can cause the crack to expand and split the bark. Any 
newly planted tree, especially a thin barked species, is a candidate for bark splitting if not cared 
for properly.

Your Arborist should inspect your trees in spring for symptoms of winter injuries. No matter the 
size or scope of your tree or shrub care needs; we want to work with you to protect you landscape 
investment.

Call Bartlett Tree Experts today for a free consultation and inspection of your trees.

Pest Alert -

Try this one! 
It’ll take you to the sign up 

form to receive Tree Tips 
electronically.

You can see where  
this pest gets its name,  

Oak Processionary Moth, its caterpillars 
move in processions  to feed on foliage.

What’s a QR Code?
You’ve probably seen them around. They are 
usually a black and white square that looks 
like a type of barcode. You scan them with a 
smart phone to immediately access additional 
information or a web site. In selected printed 
material, like Tree Tips, we may occasionally 
include a QR code that will link you to 
additional content online. We promise to use 
them sparingly, and only to direct you to  
further information you’re looking for!

Louis-Michel Nageleisen, Département de la Santé des Forêts, Bugwood.org



Bartlett Inspects Ancient Tree 
at Groomsbridge
The historical home Groombridge place in Kent contacted Bartlett 
Tree Experts’ Sevenoaks office to inspect and treat their ancient 
yew tree. The tree had been planted in 1415 to commemorate the 
triumph at the Battle of Agincourt. Understandably the yew is a 
highly valued and significant tree amongst the gardens of the house.  

The diagnostic staff of the Bartlett Tree Research Laboratory 
examined leaf and soil samples. Visual and microscopic 
examinations revealed a large number of fungal fruiting bodies 
on the foliage of the sample is consistent with yew needle blight. 
Symptoms include dieback of twigs and branches and yellowing/
browning of foliage. These fungi generally invade stressed plants 
that have been weakened for example by chemical, drought and/or 
cold temperatures. 

A number of other yew trees and hedges were showing similar 
symptoms so a decision was made to treat all yew trees and  
hedges onsite. 

The Bartlett Manager and the arborists working onsite were all  
very proud to be involved in the treatment of such a special tree  
on a historic site.

                                   No Paper - No Problem!
             If you choose to enroll in our paperless programme for electronic Tree Tips:
    1.  Find your client code on outer envelope of current issue (yellow box, 7-digits).
    2. Log on to www.bartlett.com/newsletter (select UK).
    3.  Go to registration link and sign up using your client number and postal code.
                      It’s that easy.  If you want paper service again, just advise us.

This yew was planted at Groomsbridge in 1415 to 
commemorate the triumph in the Battle 

of Agincourt. Bartlett has been 
called in to treat this 

important tree.

Book Reviews
RHS Wildlife Gardening  
by Martyn Cox

Help your child take a walk on the wild 
side and turn your garden into a haven 
for amazing wildlife, with the experts at 
the RHS. By choosing the right plants 
and creating a suitable habitat, you can 
invite some very interesting wildlife to 
your garden. Watch your child build a bird 
box for a barn owl, get digging and discover how worms are good for the 
soil, and welcome guests to their very own ladybird hotel. You don’t even 
need a garden: there are lots of exciting projects they can do using pots 
and window boxes. Want to know where the wild things are? They’re 
coming to your home soon!

A Little Guide to Trees  
by Charlotte Voake

What sort of tree did Robin Hood’s 
bow come from? What pine tree 
drops its needles in the winter? 
How did the “Monkey-puzzle” get 
its name? These are just some of 
the wonderful facts to be discovered 
inside this book. From century-old 
oaks and hollies to beech trees and 
willows, beautiful illustrations and 
simple text help children identify the 
trees they see every day, whether they live in the country or the city. With 
a tree scrapbook in the back to fill in and keep, this book is a wonderful 
way of encouraging a child to interact with their environment, helping 
them to respect and protect the trees that surround them. This resource 
teaches that trees give us shade and the oxygen we breathe, like tall 
green giants that watch over us—and they are beautiful!

Meetings with Remarkable Trees   
by Thomas Pakenham

With this astonishing collection of 
tree portraits, Thomas Pakenham has 
produced a new kind of tree book.
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Ident-a-tree
There are fifteen trees 
hidden in the puzzle.  
Can you find them?



On mature trees, pruning is required to remove 
dead and dying branches to maintain tree 
health and safety. This type of pruning is 
referred to as cleaning. Thinning, the removal 
of live branches to reduce crown density, 
significantly reduces wind resistance and 
potential storm damage. 

One aspect of pruning that is most frequently 
overlooked is structural pruning for young 
trees. Pruning trees when they are young and 
growing quickly is critical to ensuring a strong 
framework for future growth, this pruning 

Pruning is periodically required on all woody landscape plants

Pruning young trees ensures a strong 
framework for future growth.

focuses on maintaining a single dominant stem 
unless multiple stems are specifically needed. 

Bartlett Arborists are experts in all types of tree 
work, in particular, diagnosing and treating 
tree and shrub related problems specific to the 
area. Ring us at 0845 600 9000 or visit  
www.bartlett.com.
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I’m sure you’ll find this issue  
interesting and useful.

Please call me if you have any 
concerns with your property.


